
 

Dear Pleasant Plains Families, 
Please read about important school updates: 

Air Conditioning 

We have been informed that our air conditioning project will begin in December 

2016, and be completed by the opening of school next year, 2017.  The crew will 

work evenings, weekends, and holiday breaks, in order to avoid disruption during 

the school day.  As it stands, classrooms will not be moved during this process.  For 

the summer, the office will be relocated to an undetermined location, and the 

school site will not be used for any indoor or outdoor activities.   Once we are 

informed of more specific information, we will share that with you.   

Associate Principal 

Baltimore County Public Schools has begun an Associate Principal Program which 

provides opportunities for aspiring principals to shadow current principals, and 

then serve as the acting principal for a 10 day period.   

We are excited to welcome Associate Principal, Brooke Wagner, the assistant 

principal from Lansdowne Elementary to shadow here at Pleasant Plains 

Elementary for two weeks, and then serve as the acting principal for a 10 day 

period.  Ms. Wagner will join us and shadow Mrs. Albert from Monday, November 

28th – Friday, December 9th.  She will then serve as the Acting Principal at PPES from 

Monday, December 12th – Thursday, December 22nd.  During her experience, Ms. 

Wagner will be supported by Mrs. Albert, our Executive Director – Heidi Miller, and 

our Community Superintendent – Dr. Penelope Martin-Knox.  We look forward to 

sharing the wonderful things happening at PPES with Ms. Wagner.   

PPES Clean Up and Beautification! 

Saturday, November 5th was very productive here at PPES.  Many thanks to 

everyone who supported the garden clean up:  Kristin Augenthaler, Kerry Magee, 

Steve Ey & family, Liz Askine, Carol Marquess, Ann Valuntis, Mark Sakson & family, 

Gabby Patro & family, Robb Berkenkemper, Michelle Adamski and husband, 

Athena Solomonides, and Calvert Hall volunteers:  Beau Quaerna, Jacob Bukosky, 

and Jackson Martini.  Also a huge thank you to our Kiwanis partners: Sarah 

Delaney, Arlene Blanche, Calvin Anthony, and Kim Forthuber.  The planning and 

preparation brought out 62 individuals to assist and support.  The garden area 

looks fantastic and is ready for spring planting!  Thank you all!!! 

Additionally, thank you to Karen Williams and the PTA for obtaining and planting 

pansies in the front flower beds and around the marquee.  Your efforts are greatly 

appreciated! 

DECEMBER 
8 Interim Reports 
9 Half Day of School,  
 12:15 pm dismissal 
9 PTA Yoga Night,  
 6:30-8:00 pm 
12 PTA Spirit Night,  
 Potbelly Sandwich Shop, 

5:00-8:00 pm 
12-16 Scholastic Book Fair 
15 Book Fair Evening Hours, 

4:00-6:45pm 
15 Winter Choral and Band 

Concert, 7:00 pm 
20 Family Engineering Night, 
 6:00-8:00 pm 
23 Winter Break Begins 
 

JANUARY 
3 School Reopens 
10 Coffee with PPES 
 Administrators, 9:00 am 
10 PTA Spirit Night,  
 Noodles & Company,  
 5:00-9:00 pm  
12 Common Core and School 

Progress Update Meeting, 
6:00 pm 

12 PTA Meeting, 7:00 pm 
13 Second Quarter Ends, 
 Half Day of School, 
 12:15 pm dismissal 
16 Schools Closed, Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr.’s Birthday 
 Observed 
17 Schools Closed,  
 Professional Day 
23 School Progress Plan 

Meeting, 3:30 pm 
26 Distribution of Report 

Cards 
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Winter Weather 

Parents are asked to listen carefully to the news on the television or radio for the latest information regarding school 

closings or delays.  The Baltimore County Public Schools’ Hotline 410-887-5555 or website, www.bcps.org, also contains 

this important information.  Additionally, by logging into www.schoolsout.com you can register to receive free e-mails 

regarding school closings and delays.  Please avoid calling the school for this information.  

Emergency Closing Forms 

Thanks to all parents who have returned their completed Emergency Closing Forms.  It is essential that we have a form 

for each student at Pleasant Plains Elementary School.  Information on the forms will be used in the event of an 

emergency-related or a weather-related early dismissal. Children will be dismissed to only those listed on the form unless 

we are informed otherwise by a parent or guardian.  In addition, all individuals picking up the children during an emergency 

closing should be prepared to show picture identification.  If you have not yet returned the form, please do so as soon as 

possible.  Additional copies are available in the school office.   

American Education Week 

We want to thank everyone for making American Education week such a successful and positive experience.  It was an 

exhilarating week for all of us and we appreciate your participation.  Thanks to all of the grandparents who joined us and 

shared the school experience with your grandchild.  Also, thank you to the PPES PTA for providing the hospitality table 

and welcoming our guests.   

With Much Appreciation 

Thank you for your help and support in making Pleasant Plains Elementary a great place to learn, work, and grow, and for 

sharing your children with us. We are grateful for your continual help and support.  With the holiday season upon us, we 

look to celebrate our gratitude. 

“Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life.  It turns what we have into enough, and more.  It turns denial into acceptance, 

chaos into order, confusion into clarity…It turns problems into gifts, failures into success, the unexpected into perfect 

timing, and mistakes into important events.  Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today and creates a 

vision for tomorrow.”         ~Melodie Beattie 

On behalf of our entire staff, we extend our gratitude to each and every one of you.  We wish you all a very safe, happy, 

and healthy holiday season.   

Sincerely, Mrs. Albert and Mrs. Looney  

BCPS One Parent Access 
 

We encourage all parents to create their own account in BCPS One and 
add their students with their unique verification code.  This will allow 
families to access online resources as well as our online 
gradebook.  Beginning December 1st, parents will have the ability to view 
student daily attendance information within BCPS One. 
 
Mrs. Askine is available during school hours to help with BCPS One and can send home extra verification codes.  Please 
contact her via email, easkine@bcps.org, or ask your student’s teacher for their verification code.  All students who have 
a parent with an active BCPS One code by 12:00 pm on Friday, December 9th will be entered into a drawing for 1 of 3 Toys 
R Us gift cards.  Please contact Mrs. Askine with any questions.  Thank you! 
 

  

mailto:easkine@bcps.org
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MECU Foundation Donates to PPES 

The MECU Foundation presented $35,000 to CollegeBound Foundation, nine Baltimore 

partner schools, and Credit Union for Kids, at a reception on Wednesday, October 19. The 

money, raised at the 12th Annual MECU Charity Cup Golf Tournament in September, will be 

used to purchase school supplies and meet other needs for the young students.    

 

“For 80 years, MECU has been committed to giving back to the local communities that we 

serve,” said Herman Williams, Jr., Chairman of MECU’s board of directors. 

 

John Hamilton, Chief Executive Officer and President of MECU, added, “The funds raised at 

our charity golf tournament support the needs of our Baltimore schools and assist 

CollegeBound Foundation in its mission to help students realize their dreams of a college education.” 

 

MECU’s nine partner schools include Arlington Elementary, Cross Country Elementary /Middle School, Ft. Worthington 

Elementary/Middle School, Graceland Park Elementary/Middle School, Hamilton Elementary/Middle School, Pleasant 

Plains Elementary School, New Song Elementary/Middle School, Samuel L. Coleridge Elementary School, and Yorkwood 

Elementary School. 

 

 “In partnership with the MECU Foundation, MECU has taken a vested interest in our Baltimore schools,” said Deborah 

Sharpe, Board Member, MECU Foundation. “We are honored to provide financial support and applaud the many MECU 

employees who generously volunteer their time to help our students succeed.” 

 

In its twelfth year, the MECU Charity Cup Golf Tournament was initiated by the Board of Directors to expand the credit 

union’s community outreach in Baltimore. The MECU Foundation, established in 2007, is the recipient of the proceeds 

from the golf tournament. 
 

Pleasant Plains Elementary School is thankful for our continued partnership with The MECU Foundation. We appreciate 

the donation of $2,500 to our school and the support provided at our school events. 

 

Date Change – Common Core and School Progress 
Update Meeting 
 

Please note an important date change, the Common Core and School Progress 
Update Meeting has been rescheduled for January 12, 2017 at 6:00 pm. The 
Common Core and School Progress Update Meeting will be followed by the 
January PTA meeting at 7:00 pm.
 

Upcoming Parent Events 
 

Catholic Charities Family Services is offering sponsored support group meetings on 
the 3rd Thursday of each month. Meeting are held in Towson at 1220 E. Joppa Road, 
Building B, Suite 332 from 6:00-7:15 pm. The topic for the December 15th meeting 
will be relieving stress. For more information contact Bev Butler, 410-252-4000 ext. 
1646 or Wayne Marley, 410-252-4000 ext. 1663.

After-School 
Mentoring Program 

 

- Homework help, snack, 
games, crafts with high 
school mentors 

- For grades 1st-5th  
- Tuesdays 3:30 pm-4:30 pm, 

you must pick up your child 
at 4:30 pm 

- Upcoming dates: Dec 13 & 
20, Jan 10, 24 & 31 (Future 
dates announced soon) 

- Please contact Genna Kranitz 
at gkranitz@bcps.org or   
410-887-3549 
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Notes from the Music Department 
 

Check out what exciting things your child has been learning in music class! 
 

Kindergarten: Kindergarten is continuing to experience music for the first time by being 
introduced to various classroom instruments. We have experimented with pitch using 
boomwhackers and we have improvised lyrics by creating verses in the songs “Aiken Drum” 
and “There Was an Old Lady.” 

 

First and Second Grade: First and Second grade students are rhythmically composing using 
quarter, eighth, and sixteenth notes. First Grade composed rhythm and lyrics to the song 
“Monster Stew.” Second grade is currently writing their own rhythmic story in the style of Dr. Seuss’ “One Fish, Two Fish” 
in order to connect syllables to rhythm and meter for our classroom drum performance. 

 

Third Grade: Third grade students are beginning to read three to four note melodies with solfege and letter notation in 
order to independently play songs on xylophones. Students have performed the songs “Falling Leaves” and “Mousie, 
Mousie.” 

 

Fourth and Fifth Grade: Fourth and Fifth grade students are hard at work preparing for their upcoming winter concert 
which will take place December 15th at 7pm in the school gym. Fourth grade is learning the cultural significance of Kwanzaa 
in order to perform “Hashewie.” Fourth grade will also be singing “Deck the Halls.” Fifth grade is learning the traditions of 
Hanukah in order to perform “Light the Candles” for their winter concert. Fifth grade will also be performing “Winter 
Wonderland.” All winter concert performers are asked to wear a solid white top with a solid black pant/skirt and dark 
shoes. 

 

Fourth Grade Exploratory Music: The fourth grade classes are having a great time learning about the brass instruments 
of the orchestra and practicing simple songs on the trumpet like “Hot Cross Buns” and “French Folk Song,” and “Mary Had 
a Little Lamb.” They have also learned about musical genres that use brass instruments, and are now establishing their 
own sets of criteria to evaluate their own performances! We will soon be transitioning to our next unit of study—the 
woodwind family, in which students will get to try their hands at the clarinet! 

 

Fifth Grade Band & Orchestra: Fifth grade instrumental music students are continuing to focus on the mechanics of 
reading music—having mastered rhythm reading, the students are now working on identifying pitches in the staff. They 
have also added more notes and techniques to their repertoire in order to prepare for the Winter Concert! Parents: please 
have students continue to practice at home at least three times a week, you are their greatest supporters! 
 

Musically yours, Ms. Ciaccio, sciaccio2@bcps.org & Ms. Seymour, kseymour@bcps.org  

 

Trees of Hope 

 

I am so excited to tell you about a program that PPES will be participating in this Holiday season! 
The program is called Trees of Hope. It is a donation-based program that benefits the Cool Kids 
Campaign, which is a local organization that supports families affected by pediatric cancer. A 
“Giving Tree” will be set up in the school’s lobby. On the tree, there will be pictures of children 
and paper ornaments that have donation ideas written on them. If you choose to participate, 
simply take an ornament from the tree, purchase the item, and bring it back to PPES. All 
donations must be new items that are still in its original packaging. Cool Kids Campaign will use 
the donations to make care packages for children who get diagnosed with pediatric cancer. It is 
an amazing organization and a great cause! Any donations would be appreciated! 

 

 Ms. McFadden 
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Art Room News 
 

The Artist Trading Card Exchange is about to happen!! This week ninety Artist Trading Cards 

made by the fifth grade class at Pleasant Plains were sent to Essex Elementary School where 

they will be swapped 1:1 with cards made from the following Baltimore County Public 

Elementary Schools: Essex, White Oak, Summit Park, Chase, Dundalk, Padonia International, 

Mars Estates, Fort Garrison, Middleborough, Chapel Hill, Essex, Elmwood, Bedford, Lansdowne, 

Fort Garrison, Joppa View, Arbutus, Red House Run, Hawthorne, Hillcrest, Timber Grove, 

Cromwell Valley, Sandalwood, Chadwick, Martin Blvd, and Glenmar. 
 

Fourth and fifth graders are learning about the color wheel and color families in preparation for their pear painting. We 

will be using tempera paints and a palette to mix many colors for our fruit still life with a modern twist.  

Third graders are looking at Henri Matisse’s goldfish paintings. Using the collage art technique students will create their 

own fish in captivity. Influenced by Matisse, color and patterns will be in abundance.  

Second graders are starting their traditional weaving unit using a popsicle stick loom. Students will choose yarn colors 

based on a wide range of themes such as: winter, zebra, lake, Ravens, lollipop, and our country’s flag. 

First graders are improving their crafting skills. The students are cutting, coloring, gluing, and taping as we make clown 

fish puppets swimming in an anemone. Next we will be creating angels and toy soldiers out of clothespins. 

Kindergarteners have been looking at fish who are not in captivity, but who are living in the great Coral Reef. The students 

made scuba masks and experienced an imaginary SCUBA dive in the classroom!! The children also learned how the coral 

reef is fragile and needs our help to survive. We must do all we can to deter global warming and keep our ocean safe. 

Book Fair in December  

 

ARRRGGGG! A book fair! Find treasure at Pleasant Plains by attending our Book Fair.  
Monday, December 12th – Thursday, December 15th Hours: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Thursday, December 15th Evening Hours: 4:00 – 6:45 pm 
Friday, December 16th Hours: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Engineering Night in December 
 

Pleasant Plains will be hosting Engineering Night on December 20th from 6pm to 8pm. Presented by the Maryland Science 
Center, students and family members will have the opportunity to participate in Engineering activities such as: designing 
a rocket to launch through the air, operating tools to simulate engineering challenges, and coding a maze for a robotic rat. 
The Movement Equipment will be featured in the gymnasium as the Movement Equipment is an Engineering Feat. Lead 
by Mr. Ey and Mr. Smith, Pleasant Plains students and family members will be able to experience the Movement 
Equipment throughout the evening. Engineering Fun and prize giveaways will prevail throughout the night as Pleasant 
Plains presents Engineering Night!  

 

Mitten Tree 

 

As the cold weather approaches, our students would like to show kindness to help others. Mr. Berkenkemper and the 
Safety Patrol Team will be collecting new hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves for students in need of warm winter apparel. 
We invite you to hang donations on our Mitten Tree in the lobby from December 1st-19th. 
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¡Bienvenidos a la clase de español!      Diciembre 2016 
 

¡Bienvenidos a la clase de español!  

It is amazing to think of how far the fourth and fifth graders 
have come with their Spanish in one quarter or just nine weeks 
of the school year.  In fourth grade, the students only have 
Spanish once a week for thirty minutes and can already discuss 
greetings, farewells, introductions, feelings, ages, birthdays, 
colors, animals, sports, physical descriptions, personality 
traits, and families.  The students have also completed all-
about-me posters and written short thank you notes to some 
of the teachers in the school.  In fifth grade, the students only 
have Spanish once a week for fifty minutes and can already 
describe their personal biographical information, their 
personalities, their preferences, their favorites, and the clothing 
they wear.  In class, the students have created short videos 
describing themselves in Spanish and have created a uniform 
policy for their ideal school.  It is incredible to see what the students can produce in a second (or third) language.  ¡Qué 
increíble! 

Along with weekly Spanish classes, all fourth and fifth grade students also have access to the Middlebury Interactive 
program.  The students use this program outside of their weekly Spanish class to allow them more exposure to the Spanish 
language and more time to practice their skills.  Students can also access this program at home through theirBCPS One 
accounts. 

¡Todos adelante! (Moving forward together) Señorita Reier  

Ey on Sports 

Congratulations to the 25 students that completed all four weeks of the NFL Play 
60 Challenge! These students accepted the challenge and logged their physical 
activity and time over four consecutive weeks. All participants received NFL Play 60 
prizes from the Baltimore Ravens. Our top winner with the most activity minutes 
over the four-week challenge was Annie Bennett in Ms. Haff’s class! 
 

During the month of December students in Kindergarten – 2nd grade will be 
enhancing their striking skills. This includes striking balloons, beach balls, volleyball, 
and foam balls using their hands and paddles.  Grades 3 – 5 will be developing their 
bumping, setting, and serving skills during a volleyball unit in order to work towards playing a modified game. Starting 
December 19th, the Movement Education will be in the gymnasium for all students to explore, climb, and challenge. 
 

Please mark your calendars for Tuesday, December 20th for Pleasant Plains’ Engineering Night from 6:00 – 8:00 PM. This 
night will include science stations run by employees of the Science Center and the Movement Education Equipment will 
be set-up in the gymnasium for students to explore. Dinner will be served at the event and this will be a great community 
event prior to the winter holiday break. Please plan to come out for an evening of fun! 
 

Have a wonderful December and if you are looking for indoor activities, please try out a bowling alley to further develop 
your students bowling skills as we just completed our bowling unit in November. Thank you for your support of the physical 
education program at Pleasant Plains. 
  

Steve Ey, sey@bcps.org & Lamont Smith, lsmith3@bcps.org

A lot of Spanish words look like words in English.  
Can you figure out these months in Spanish? 
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Pre-Kindergarten 
Pre-Kindergarten students will be continuing to practice 
identifying syllables in a word, recognizing compound 
words, recognizing and producing rhyming words and 
counting the number of words in a sentence.  We will 
identify the letters and sounds of Tt, Gg, Ee, and Rr.  We 
will identify parts of a community and identify 
community helpers.  In Math, we will recognize numerals 
6-10 and make sets to match a number.  We will count to 
10, both starting at one and at any other number.  We 
will continue to identify and make patterns.  We will 
identify a graph and make graphs.       

Kindergarten 
Kindergarten students continue to develop their reading 
strategies, in December they will learn about rereading. 
Students will focus on the sight words: my, not, are, up, 
with, he, red, and ten. Phonemic awareness skills this 
month will include counting and producing syllables, 
recognizing and producing rhyming words, and isolating 
phonemes. In writing, students will be working on adding 
details and labels to their illustrations and writing letters 
for the sounds they hear. Students will learn about 
patterns in math this month.  

First Grade 
In math, students will build on the work they did in Unit 
1. They will work on counting to higher numbers and 
revisit familiar addition activities that encourage 
counting on. Students will also be introduced to the 
operation of subtraction. In reading, students will 
continue to study nonfiction and identify text features. 
In Unit 3, Tales Over Time, students will explore folktales 
as stories that have been passed down over time that 
often contain a lesson or central message. 

Second Grade 
Phonics – Students will be working on combinations of 
letters and the sounds that they make.  They will focus 
on long vowels, learning several different letter 
combinations that create the long vowel sounds. 
Language Arts – Students will read a variety of literary 
and informational text related to the idea of “Live and 
Learn”.  They will connect the texts through an essential 
question of "How do the interactions we have with the 
people, places, and things in our world affect us?". 
Math – Students will finish up with geometry and move 
back into number systems.  They will solve problems with 
multiple addends and consider whether order matters in 
addition. Students will revisit addition and subtraction 
story problems and investigate even and odd 
numbers.  We will continue to focus on place value.  

 

Third Grade 
Third graders will finish unit two in the math curriculum, 
Strategies for Addition and Subtraction, and begin the 
third unit, Multiplication and Division. In this unit, 
students make connections between division and 
multiplication. They represent and solve multiplication 
and division situations by using pictures, words, and 
number sentences. They apply patterns, structure, and 
properties of operations to solve real-world problems, 
including problems involving area. Students will also 
continue the second English Language Arts unit, Stories 
that Teach. They will continue answering the following 
essential questions: Why is storytelling important? Why 
do people from diverse cultures throughout the world 
tell stories? How do stories teach messages, morals, or 
lessons? The unit culminates with students crafting their 
own fables. 

Fourth Grade 
In Math, we finished our multiplication unit and will work 
through Unit 3: Strategies and Properties of Dividing. It is 
essential that students memorize their multiplication 
facts in order to successfully divide numbers efficiently. 
We continue to learn the division concepts in our shared 
learning and spend the majority of time in math 
workshop. We will also work on comparing themes 
across texts in order to prepare for our culminating 
event. We are working in small groups to read, discuss, 
and analyze the various Kate DiCamillo books. We are 
officially working through the STEM fair experience in 
science. Teachers modeled how to complete a scientific 
investigation and the students modeled it again with 
paper airplanes. Students will start to work in groups on 
a group project coming up.  

Fifth Grade 
Students will be dividing whole numbers and decimals in 
math. In science, students will continue to work on their 
STEM fair projects which will be conducted and 
completed in school. Students are working in Unit 2 for 
ELA which is called transformative ideas. Students will be 
reading nonfiction text in order to determine the main 
idea and details. 
 
 

Stay Informed 

Like us on Facebook: www.Facebook.com/PPES.BCPS 
Follow us on Twitter: @ Pleasant_Plains 
Visit our website: https://pleasantplains.bcps.org 


